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ing of the word; for.by such an expression we do not mean 
any incidental or inferior kind of advantage, - which m 

| be derived trom hearing the word, or which falls short of 
any saving benefit from it, but that profitable hearmg of the 
word which consists in mixing it with faith, is preductive. 


€ 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


— 


Dear Brethren, 


Hers once more enjoyed the privilege of our-annual 


interview, and engaged in those religious exercises 
common to such meetings, we proceed to address you in 
our circular letter. By your desire, we address you this 
year on the subject of The profitable hearing of the Word ; a 
subject at all times suitable, at this time peculiarly so, as 


ereat numbers of your fellow-worshippers have in the course © 


of the last year been removed by death, and have had their 
opportunities of hearing the word brought to a final close. 
Surely this circumstance should awaken us, who survive, 
to improve, with the greatest diligence, the opportunities 
we are yet in possession of, not knowing but in the course 
of this year all such opportunities may come to a final close 
with us. | 


_ Happy should we be, were we certain that all in our: 
christian assemblies heard the word with profit. ‘This, 


however, is a happiness for which we can scarce venture to 
hope, since our Lord himself, who in the instructive par- 
able of the sower, has distributed the hearers of the word 


into four classes, gives us reason to believe that only one of 


those classes received any saving benefit from it. 
Let us begin by inquirmg, when persons may be said to 
hear the word with profit? Asa general answer to this 


question we may say, when they are led to comply with the 


design of it, when they attend to it, understand it, behieve 
it, obey it, or in our Lord’s words in the parable above re- 
ferred to, when the word, like seed cast into good ground, 
brings forth fruit, whether it be thirty, sixty, or an hundred 
fold. 

Nothing short of this can be said to be a profitable hear- 


of the fruits of holiness, and terminates:in everlasting: Ife. 


~ 
+ 
~ ‘fue 
ke 
Ar 
; 
af 
« 
‘+5 
. 
e~ 
o 
a 
> 
~ 
4 
‘4 A And 4 
~ 
> ~« 
> 


4 

And it may not be amiss for us tol heal by ob rving, 
that the most important object aimed at in the ministry of 
the word, arid whicli must be accomplished before any other 
object of importauce can be attained, is that of the conver- 
sion of sinners to God. Hence, our blessed Lord: says to 
Saul, when he engaged him in his service, as a minister of 


the word, I send thee unto the Gentiles, to open their eyes, 


and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the - 
pewer of satan unto God, that they may receive forgive- 


ness of sius, apd an inheritance among them that are sanc- 
tified, through faith that is in me. Now, although we are 
net in precisel y the same condition as were those “Geutiles, 

et-as we are by nature alienated from God, and guilty 
before him as they, and therefore need conversion in order 
to be restored |to the Divine favour and image, the same 
must be the leading design of the word upon us. Until, 


therefore, this design be accomplished, bo one can be said 


even to have beoun to have been profited by it. : 
Lmpressed with the solemn weight of this consideration, 
we may doubtless. be excused if we detain your attention 
for a moment, while we seriously and affectionately urge 
upon you the importance of inquiring whether the word 


has as yet had this efiect upon you. Has it so discovered. 


and impressed uyon your hearts the great things of God, as 
effectually to have prevailed npon you to choose them in 
preference to all earthly good? Has it so laid open the 


-sinfulness of your lives hear ts as to mnake you thoroughly 


sensible of the necessity of the Saviour and the salvation it 
reveals? Has it so clearly exhibited their all- suffigienry, 
as to bring you to a cordial acceptance of both ? Has it 
nade you hate your former sins, and led you to prize the 
promises of sanctifying, as weil as those of pardoning grace? 
Has it vot only Had a very powerful but au abiding im- 
pression upon you, as the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vation, teaching you that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, you shouid dive soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world, looking tor th: at blessed hope, and the glori- 
ous appeariig of the Great God, and. our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ? | 

‘Should apy of you, or of ceil er into w ial hands 
this address may tall, find, upon examiuation, that the word 


‘has had ho such efivcts you, lei us entheat you to re- 


upon the alanning Stale you are yet in. Notwith- 
standing 
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standing all your professed regard for the word of God, 


and all y our atiention to its external ministration, you are 


destitute of any saving benefit from it’ You are even ene- 


nies in vour hearts to its genuine siature and its proper de- 
sign. ‘E'o von, unless you undergo a very important change, 
instead of being the savour of ‘life unto life, the word is 
likely to be the savour of death unto death. Your state is 
likely to be far worse than that of the heathen, who were 


never favoured with the gospel, and therefore could never 


fall under the guilt of despising it. Livery sermon you 
have heard will witness against you, will aggravate your 
sin, and increase your misery. To you those awful words 
of our blessed Lord will admit of but too just an applica- 
tion: “ Woe unto thee Chorazin! woe unto thee Bethsaida! 
for if the mighty works which have been done in thee had 
been done in ‘Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. Verily I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for T'yre and Sidon in 
the day of judgment than for yon.” ‘To-day then, if ye will - 
hear his voice harden not your hearts, but on the contrary, 
bow to the sceptre of Emmanuel and fall in with the design 
of his gospel. 
While we thus speak, we do not terest that we are ad- 
dressing those who are professedly the followers of Christ, 
and partakers of the grace of the gospel. For as we well 
know, and you cannot, brethren, forget, that among profes- 
sors Of relict ion, there have always been found nota “few per- 
sons destitute of religion itself, like the foolish virgins among: 
the wise, so this p: art of our address, by no one will be justly 
thought to be superfluous. 

Those only, then, who have been truly converted to God 
have derived any saving beuetit trom the word, or may be 
said to bave heard it with profit. ‘They, however, have 


heard it with great and lasting profit. ‘l'o them the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ have heen the words of eternal 


lite, t'e gospel has been the power of God unto salvatron. 
Such an happy effect has the word had we trust, brethren, 
npon you. We congratulate you upon sucha hope, and 
are bound to give thanks to God for you as it is meet, that 
when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word ot man but, as it 1s in truth, 
the word of God, which also ne worketh i in you that 


believe. 
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“ + Yon have not, however, as yet attained, neither are you 
-alweady perfect, but are only training up for the possession 
of that glory for which God has in sovereign mercy de- 


signed you, atid to which he has called you by his gospel. 
The word of truth is the means of training you up for the 
possession of that glory. ‘Io this end are all its various 


discoveries, its plain and obvious, its awful and its awaken-_ 


ing, its mysterious and profound declarations and doctrines 
most wisely aud graciously adapted. When, therefore, we 
receive and retain such effects from them as constitute our 
real improvement in. faith and love, in holiness and useful- 
ness, In acquaintance with heaven and imeetness for its en- 
joyment, we may, be paid to hear the word with profit —For 
instance, | 

Do we hear the character of the LiiRensed God ex- 
hibited? his majésty and his mercy, his power and his wis- 


dom, his holiness and his grace set forth? We may be 


said to hear this subject with profit, when we are led more 
fully to revere and love this great and glorious Being, to 

tremble at his majesty, to rely upon his mercy, to venerate 
his holiness, and admire his grace, and finally to acquiesce 
in ali his good pleasure; as also when we rest satisfied with 


him as our all-sufficient and everlasting portion, and rejoice 


that thére is a way found out for restoring the guilty sons 
of men to is favour and his image. We hear this subject 


likewise with profit, when we are thereby made déeply sen-_ 


sible.of our vabt deficiency | in all the regards we owe this 
God, of our great unlikeness to him, and our unhappy pro- 
pensity to seek for that satisfaction in created hte which 
can only be found in him. 


‘To unfold the scheme which infinite bibtdes has con- 


trived, and infinite grace and power have accomplished for 


the redemption of sinners, ts a most important and a most 
Gelightful part of the gospel ministry. ‘This sclieme is the 


delight of angels, who speak of it with extacy, and sing on 


the account of it, “ Glory to God j in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goad will towards men:” aud so tnuch was our in- 


spired apostie captivated with its glories, that he was de-- 


termined to know or make known nothing else. — We hear 
this blessed theme with profit when our feelings correspond 
with those of angels and apostles; when we bless God for 
contrivance and accomplishment, and. most cordially 


Remuiiesce | un it for ourselves, to the utter renunciation of 


every 
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' every opposite scheme we may have formerly entertamed, ox 


which may at present present itself to us for acceptance, 
So likewise are the infinite excellencies and transcendent 
glories of Christ the Redeemer. LHiis person, his death, 


his resurrection, and exaltation at the Father's right hand, 


the offices he sustains, and the characters he bears, the 
blessings he bestows, and the wisdom and the grace he 
displays in all his administration, as also the glory and the 
certain success of his undertaking, in a word, all things that 


relate to Christ, furnish interesting themes for the public 


ministry. We hear these themes with profit when our 


faith in him is strengthened, and our love to him is intlamed, 


our purposes of devoting ourselves to his service renewed, 
and our joy m him increased. 7 
The various duties of the christian life, together with the 
motives and encouragements to the performance of them, 
are to be set forth in the gospel ministry. ‘The foundation 
of religion being laid in grace, its superstructure must be 
raised in holiness. When we learn our duty, and in the 
strength of Divine grace address ourselves to the practice 
of it; when we perceive and lament our past defects, and 


— resolve upon amendment in future, we hear these subjects 


with profit. 4 
Not only the duties but the privileges of christians are 
subjects of the gospel ministry; such as their pardon, accept- 


ance, adoption, their participation of the ELoly Spirit, and 


the glory laid up for them in heaven. Webhear them with 
profit, when we admire the grace that has given birth to 
them, when we are impartial in mquiring into our clains te 
them, and when by virtue of our interest ia them, we are 
raised above the world, we glory in tribulation, triamph 
over death, rejoice in the prospect, and patieutly wait the 
possession of the promised glory. = 

But move awful and awakening truths and doctrines of 
Scripture, are also to be insisted upon by the ministers of 
the gospel. ‘They are to set forth the evil of sin, the misery 
of impenitent sinners, and the process and consequences ot. 
the judgnient-day. Now, though we readily allow that the 
direct object of such preaching is the awakening of secawe 
sinners, we are far from supposing :t useless to saints. ft 
ds well caiculated to awaken them out of those drowsy 
slumbers into which the best of them are hable at times to 


fall; as also to lead them to admire and adore that distin- 


gushing, 


va 
: 
| e 
a 
~ 
an 
5... 
= 
» 


guishing, almighty grace, that placked them as brands out 
of the fire, and to draw forth their pity and their prayers 
‘for those who are yet in a state of nature and of wrath. 
Whenever, therefore, our hearing tihese truths is attended 
with such impressions and effects, we hear them with profit. 
Nor are we to exclude from the gospel ministry the more 
profound and mysterious truths of Divine revelation, such — 
as the Trinity, the constitution of the person of Christ, the 
operations of an universal Providence, the reality and un- 
changceableness of the Divine decrees, election, and the like. 
And we hear these sublime truths with profit when we 
acquiesce in them, thongh we cannot comprehend them; 
when we are convinced of our great ignorance andl inability - 
to fathom these abysses of Divine w isdom, and cry out with 
the apostle, “ Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!". And likewise, when 
we are solicilons to feel in dur hearts and manifest in our 
lives the humbling and practical influence of these truths, 
rather than to regard them as matters of mere speculation, 
much less of anpry debate. "That influence, In respect to 
the doctrine of election, you fh: ad very ably represented in 
our last year’s circular letter, to which | we request your seri- 
ous attention 
We have introduced these particulars, not as giving 2 
systematic view of the various doctrines of Scripture, nor as 
tracing out at large the effects any one of these subjects is” 
calculated to produce, but merely with a view to illustrate 
the observation with whic we set out, namely, That we 
hear the word with profit when we are led to coniply with 
the design of it. 
Will you now allow us to attempt tite Bi veching of some 
of those mistakes into which persons may, We apprehend, 
be hable to fall on this subject? 
Supposing we are always profited when we are pleased, 
_ js one of them.— Many ti. mes m tlie speaker may lave a 
fasemating infiuence npon us len searce any sentiment at 
all is communiented to the mind. So Ezekiel, on account 
_ of bis eloquence in speaking, was a very lovely song to 
those who paid no attention, or at least yielded no obedi- 
-erce,. to the truths he delivered. In other cases the senti- 
ment delivered may be either m itself corrupt, or else be so 
misapprebended by us, as to be uudersteod in a cornet 
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sense, and may on that very account be grateful to us; serv- 
ing to flatter our pride, or to encourage our vain and de- 
ceitful hopes, or to keep us at peace while under the dom- 
inion of secret or of open sin. But even when the word is 
faithfully preached, and its meaning properly apprehended, 
it may please us when it does not profit us. We may be 
greatly pleased with the correspondence between what we 
hear and the system we have already embraced; or with 
the new light it may throw on points to us before involved 
in obscurity; yea, even with the clear conviction it may 
furnish of the falsehood, of the sentiments we may have 
hitherto adopted, and of the truth of those of the opposite 
nature; and yet in all these instances, we may fail of com- 
plying with its humbling, sanctifying, animating design ; 
e brought to no greater degree of conformity to the. will 
of God, be no more useful on earth, and no beiter fitted for 
heaven than we were before we heard it. | 
‘To suppose we are never profited but when we are com. 
forted, is another mistake against which we deem it our 
duty to guard you. ‘That in every instance in which we 
hear the word with profit, the seeds of comfort are sown, 
and that in many mstances comfort even to a high degree 
is directly promoted, is what we freely and cheerfully ad- 
mit: God often makes his people joyful in his house of 
prayer, and causes his words to them to be the joy and re- 
joicing of their hearts. But we by no means think comfort 
is immediately produced in every case in which the word is — 
heard with profit. Many who hear the word are m an un- 
awakcned, unregenerate state, and alienated from the sour-— 
ces from which true comfort springs. On them the. word 
must produce some important effects, and some of them of 
a painful nature, before it impart comfort to them. It must 
be as the hammer and the fire to break the rock in pieces, 
and must make them in some degree feel the disease of 
theirsou!s, before it administer the remedy. Others, though . 
not in a state of entire alienation from God, may neverthe- 
less be in a backshdine or a lifeless state,. ‘These persons 
the word must cause to remember from whence they are 
fallen, and to repent and do their first works, before it give 
them comfort. On David and on Peter, after their unhappy 
falls, the word of God produced some very salutary eflects 
before it imparted to them the joys of God’s salvation, or 
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and watchful christian the word has very important effects 


to produce, besides that of giving him comfort. It on to 


discover the imperfections of his holiest duties, to la 
the depths of depravity in his heart and nature, and rebiy 
cause him to loath himself in his own sight, as well as to 
exhibit the gveat cure of those disorders provided in the per- 
fect, righteousness and all-sufficient grace of the Redeemer. 
It has to lay before lim his duties, as well as bis privileges; 
to shew hie his enemies and bis dangers, as well as the 
security provided against them; to urge the necessity of a 
life of labour and self-denial on earth, as well as to display 
the glory promised him in heaven. Hence it will be easily 
apprehended, that real christians may receive very material 
advantage from the word when they do not receive sensible 
comlort: they may now be sowing in tears, that anon they 
may reap in joy, And on this account we cannot wholly 
exclude from the seasons of profitable hearing the word, 
those in which the weaknesses of nature, the corruptions of 
the heart, or the temptations of the enemy have so tar pre- 
vailed as to keep, persons, in their own apprehensions at 
~ least, from attending to, and applying to themselves, the 
truths they have.been hearing, even when they have the 
fullest evidence of their importance and suitabléness ; for 
at such times they may carry away more of the sanctifying 
influence of the word than they may themselves apprehend, 
and obtain an Increased knobledia of their own depravity 
and helplessness on account of which they are mre deeply 
humbled before God, and made more thoroughly sensible of 
their continued need of Divine assistance. 

We have dwelt the longer on this particular, because 
we apprehend the misiake these Observations are intended 
to rectify, is not only frequently made, but is productive of 
some unhappy consequences ; particularly as it leads weak 
and christiaps tv entertain ungrounded fenrs and sus- 
picions respécting themselves, and others to pass very Un- 
deserved censures upon their nijnisters, coucelving that 
their not recerving conifort is owmg to a defect in their 


healed their hohe bones. But upon the most established 7 


preaching ; whereas ib may be anly a necessaty and salu- 


tary piece of discipline io their heavenly Father; or if there 
be any blame in the case, it may more properly be charged 
upon themsely es, 
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That we are always profited when our doctrinal. know- 
ledge is increased, is a third mistake against which we wish 
you to be upon your guard. | 
That an increase of knowledge in the system of Divine 
truth is very desirable, and, if well employed, is of great 
advantage, we readily admit; and that no one derives any 
saving benefit from the word, except he understand what 
he hears, we are fully persuaded, having no idea that any 
profit can be communicated by merely mechanical impulse, 
without the exercise of the understandine. But still, we 
apprehend that men may have their doctrinal knowledge _ 
carried to a high pitch, without having their hearts at all - 
suitably affected with what they know, or their lives at all — 
made better. Nor do we think the knowledge so much 
recommended m Scripture to be mere speculative or doc- ; 
trinal knowledge, but such a perception of the excellence 
as well as the truth of what the Scripture reveals, as 1s the 
result of Divine influence upon the mind, and never fails to 
lead it cordially to approve, and readily to fall in with the 


great design of such truths. But that there may be great: ~ 


attainments in doctrinal knowledge without such a percep- 
tion, is but too evident from indisputable matter of fact. 
Many who have made such attamments, make it awfully - 
plain by their apostacy from their proiession, that their 

hearts were never right in the sight of God; and others, 
during the continuance of their profession, give proof that 
their knowledge, instead of producing humility, love, and _ 
peace, renders them proud and contentious, so that instead 
of blessings to the church of God, they become its common 
disturbers. Do not then, brethren, content yourselves with 
such attainments, but.on the contrary, estimate the degree 
of profit you derive from hearing the word, by the influence 


its truths have upon your hearts and lives, forming you 


nore after the image of the adorable Saviour, and fitting 
you for that world of purity and love for which his grace 

has designed you. 
Having dwelt so long on the nature of profitably hearing 
the word, permit us briefly to remind you of its great im- 
portance. And were we to enter at large into this branch 
of our subject, we should urge the Divine origin, and mcom- 
parable excellency of the word preached. We should re- 
mind you that it is not the invention of man, but the great 
doctrine of God our Saviour; and is so excellent aad so 
e{hicacious 
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efficacious as to. the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. We should farther urge the 
Divine institution of the gospel ministry, plainly implied in 
our Lord's commission given to the apostles, and in the 
promise he has annexed to it. It is surely of great impor- 
tance that we derive profit from discoveries and doctrines 
so incowparably excellent, and from an instilution of so 
high an authority. But we wave the farther consideration 

of these subjects, Lind content ourselves with urging upon 
you the consideration of your own interest in the business. 
And this will surely appear to be very great, if yon only 

carefully recollect, and seriously weigh what has been 
already advanced. We have repeatedly observed, that we 
hear the word with profit when we feel its influence, when 
we comply with its design, or when it produces in us its 

proper effects. | Now those effects coimprise our most i im- 
portant interests. ‘This must surely appear from the very 
imperfect sketch that has been already given. 

Of our reverence of the Great God, our abasement be- 

. fore him, and enjoyment of his favour; of our approbation 
and acceptance of the great scheme of mercy revealed in 
the gospel; of our faith, our hope, our joy in Christ Jesus; 

of our conformity to the precepts, and our hope | in the pro- 
wnises of the Divine word ; of our support in affliction, our 
triumph over death, and our brighter hopes of glory ;—in a 

word, of all the effects the word, in the hand of the| Spirit, 
produces in our souls, we may say as Jeremiah on a differ- 
ent occasion, “O Lord, ‘by these things men live, and hereim 

3s the lite of our spirit!” | | 

Nothing is more to be dre ded hy a christian than de- 
élension in religion. When under its influence he is nei- 
ther comfortable nor useful, and is exposed to the most 
imminent danger from every quarter. But if you abate in 
your profitably hearing the word, you will be certain to suf- 
ter a decline. No person ¢an be healthy while he neglects 
~ to eat his necessary food. Now the word of God is the 
food of the soul, and our hearing it with profit is the eating 
of that food. Your spiritual health cannot be preserved 
and increased, your souls cannot prosper without it. Bear 
with us then, brethren, if we are eariest with you on this 
subject: our concern for your best interests femanne such 
earnesiness. | | 
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We could indeed urge upon you the pleasures which we 
your ministers cannot but receive from the assurance that you 
hear the word of God we dispense among you, with profit. 
This is greater than that of the husbandman when he bring's 
home the produce of a plentiful harvest, or of the warrior, 
when he returns from the field of battle laden with the spoils 
of victory; and we are so well assured of your affection for 
us, as to feel confident that whatever gives us pleasure will be 
matter of earnest endeavour in you, and that our joy is the joy 
of you all. Butso great is the interest you yourselves have 
in the business, that in the contemplation of it we lose all 
concern for ourselves, or rather fecl ourselves most happy 
when your good is most effectually promoted. “ For now 
we live if ve stand fast in the Lord. For what is our hope, 
our joy, and crown of rejoicing? are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ?" 

But while we thus speak, we do not forget, nor wish you 
to forget, those influences from the Holy One on which 
your profit | in hearing, as well as our success in preaching, 
must depend. We readily acknowledge the sacred obliva- 
tions under which we are laid to pray and labour with the 
utmost diligence, to preach in such a manner as may be the 
most likely to promote your spiritual advantige; nor will 
you deny, that in order to the same end, a constant, serious 
and devout attention to our ministry may reasonably be re- 
quired -of you; but were our qualifications and diligence 
far greater than they are, or can be hoped to be, and your 
attendance on our ministry ever so exemplary, suffer us to 
remind you that a superior power is still requisite to give 
the word success, even the power of the Holy Ghost. ‘To 
the necessity and reality of these influences, the Scriptures, 
you well know, bear the most ample testimony. ‘To them 
the apostles, great as were their endowments and zeal, 
ascribe all their success: “ Neither is jhe that planteth any 
thing, nor he that watereth any thing, but God that giveth 
the increase.” If this acknowledgment became them, 
it most assuredly becomes us; and as an evidence of our 
sincerity in such an acknowledgement, we charge ourselves 
to seck, by humble and earnest prayer, those influences 
to accompany. cur labour, and earnestly request that you 
would join with us im the same exercises and the same 
requests. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
| the 
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the Lord may lave free course and be glorified —that we 
may come unto you in the fulness of the blessing of the 
gospel of promote your furtherance ana joy of 


faith. 

But while we > wish you to guard (dite the neglect of 
those influences, by which alone you ¢an hope to hear the 
word with profit, we would be equally solicitous that you 
may not Mg them. You would do this, if under pre- 
tence of dependance upon them, you should neglect your own 


most obvious duty. Allow us then to close this address by 
laying before you some directions, in order to your hearing 


the word with profit. And in the Ist place— 
Keep in view the importance of the! business. Previous 
to par going to the house of God, 2$ well as when there, 
eavour to impress your mind with the thought that you 
are engaged in business of great importance ; that you are 
about to hear of the great things of God, the glorious gospel, 
and which will prove the savour of life or of death, accord - 


ingly as it is either received or tected, Frequently meditate 


upon the hints we have already dropped on the importance of 
hearing the word with profit. When duly impressed with 
a sense hereof, you will awaken all your powers to attend 
4 the truths you ate hearing ; and if the cares of the world, 
any other concerns foreign to the business in hand in- 
themselves tspon you, you will repulse them, as) Nehe- 
miah did the artifices of his enemies, by saying, “I have 
a great work todo; whei mere should the work cease while 
I come down anto you? | | 
2. Endeavour to secure some time for hieditatibn and 
prayer, previous io. your attendance upon the ministry of 
the word. Hereby you will be likeiy to brmg™ your mind 
to a composed anid serious frame, arid impress it with a 
sense of the due importance of what you are percent 


bring down the blessing of God upon what you hear, ‘The 
propriety of this advice musi surciy strike every one! at first 
hearing; and a litle foresight in ‘the hearers of the word 
would, one would think, render the practice of it easy, 
especially on the | Lord's day, on which day the duly re- 
commeided is chiefly to he attended to, and which by the 
authority of God, is wholly consecrated to religions pur- 


and 


not only be likely to hear with more altention, but aiso to 
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3. While hearing the word, ‘goasd’ against a disposition 
to criticise and find fault. Scarce any thing is more likely 
to defeat the salutary effects of the word than such a dis. 
position. It generally arises from pride and a vain desire 
to be found wiser than our teachers; and never fails to 
keep the attention off from our own spiritual concerns, and 
employ it about the deficiencies of our ministers. You 
certainly believed your ministers to be faithful men, and 
qualified by the great Head of the Chureh for the office 
they fill, or you would not have called them to it, nor have 
continued to attend their ministry. It may then be reason- 
ably required of you to receive the word from them with 
readiness of mind; as new-born babes desiring the sincere 
milk of the word that ye may grow thereby. 

4. Secure, if possible, some time for retirement alter the 
opportunity of hearing is closed. ‘Then recollect what you — 
have-heard, and what has been the frame of your mind 
while hearing it. Pray for a blessing upon it. Hereby 
you will fix the solemn truths of religion in your memory, 
digest the spiritual food, mix it with faith, and be likely to 


grow up unto the stature of perfect men in Christ. 


5. Often think how soon your opportunities of hearing 
will come to a final close. You are hearing for eternity, 
but your hearing is confined to a narrow, a very uncertain 
space of time. Many, who heard the word at our last an- 
nual assembly are now no more, death having, as already 
observed, in the course of the last year, made frequent i in- 
roads upon our assemblies, and removed numbers of our 


hearers and members from us. In the course of this year 


it tay remove Us. Oh! let each of us then hear the word 
us if we were hearing it for the last time, and, after the 
close of the present. opportunity, to appear belore our 
Jude. 

We scar cely know how to close our address without 
congratulating you on the recent appearance of Divine 


Prov idence in our favour as Protestant . Dissenters, in de- 


feating an attempt, which however meant by tts author, 


could” not fal, if carried into effect, to have greatly cur- 


tailed our relivious privileges, and in a short time to have 
nearly abortive the provi ions of the ‘Poleration 
Act. We trust, dear brethren, you Wi 4] properly express 


your joy on this occasion, not in vain triumph, nor mvec- 


tive 
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tive aeninst the author of the obnoxidus measure ; but in 
unfeigned thanksgiving to God for his tender care oyer our 


dearest rights, and in a wise and zealous improvement of 


that liberty now so happily continued and confirmed fo us. 
More particularly let us hope that you will improve it as 
avery powerful ingentive to the diligent and serious attend- 
ance on the ministration of the word, and a constant endea- 
vour to profit thereby, remembering: that unless we are 
the word we hear, every mterposition of Divine 
Providence, tending to secure to us our public teachers, and 
opportunities of ppagious instruction, will be thrown away 
‘upon us. | 
And now, we commend you to God,/ and to 


the word of his grace, which isable to build you up, and te 


sive you an inheritance among them that are sanctified, 


and rest, inks 
| 
| 
Your willing servants, 
iia Ye Te 
or JESUS sake, 
| 
| Signed, on the behalf 
hale, by HOMA THOMPS 
of the whale, by ON, 
Mpderator. 
| 
| | | 
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MINUTES. 


— 


New-York-Street, Manchester, June 5, 1811. 


Met at half past two in the afternoon.—Brother Stephens, minister of 


-the place, began in prayer. Brother Thompson, of Burslem, was chosen 


Moderator. The letters from the Churches were read. From their 
contents it appeared that the Churches were in peace, and have several of 
them had considerable additions. Some have been comfortably settled 
with pastors, and some others have a prospect of being soon settled. Two 
of our aged ministers have been removed by death, Messrs. Crabtree and 
Miller, and we have to regret that some more are sinking under the 
weight of age and infirmities, and will not be likely to continue their 
labours much longer. The accounts, though in some respects painful, 
were, upon the whole, such as call for thankfulness, Brother Lister, of 
Liverpool, concluded the service in prayer. 


Met again at half past six.—Brother Downes prayed. Brother Stead- 
man preached from 1 Cor. ii. 2. “For I-determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” Brother S. then 
read the circular letter, and afterwards concluded in prayer. 


Thursday morning, half past six.—Met for prayer, in which exercise 
our Brethren: Mann, Baker, Trickett and Edwards engaged. | 


Met again at half past ten.—Brother Hargreaves prayed. Brother Little- 
wood preached from Isaiah xlv. 17. ‘* But Israel shall be saved in the Lord 
with an everlasting salvation.” Brother Langdon from 2 Cor. v. 20. “ We 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled unto God.” And Brother 
Dyer concluded in prayer. 


After the public service was closed, the following Resolutions 
were passed: 


I. That the circular letter be printed. 


II. That this Association feel themselves greatly in- 
debted to the Committee in London, for their great aud 
successful exertions in order to put a stop to the progress of 
Lord Sidmouth’s bill, and that the said Committee be re- 
quested to accept their thanks. 


TEI. That the next Association be holden at Leeds, on 
Wednesday and Thursday in the Whitsun-weex, and that 
ovr brethren Messrs. Mawcelt, Steadman, and Stephens be 
requested to preach. ia case of failure, Messrs. Litlewood 
and Downes. 


TV. That. 


‘ 
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IV. That lubject of the next 


letter be 


The Intercession of Christ, and that our Brother’ Stephens 


be desired to draw it up. | | t 


V. Thata letter be addressed by wes Moderator to the 


Churches of the same faith and order in the counties of 


York and Lancaster, not yet in this Association, re 


questing 


them to joi it; and another letter to those Churchiés in the 
Association who, have neglected to send messengers and 


their inattention to the subject. 


In the SRE this year there were 


Added by Baptism . . 138 | Lost by Death . 
Letter ... 11 | 


Clear increase | 98 


‘Met again at seven in the evening, when our brother Down 


and preached from Psalm xxxvii. 39. “ But the salvation of the 


is of the Lord.” | 


Jetters to the Association, expressive of our sincere regret at 


iesion | 15 
Restored 7 Exclusion. 


es prayed 
righteous 
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MINUTES 


OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION 


OF 


PARTICULAR 


MET AT 


Stockton-upon- Tees, ie June 3rd, Ath, sad 5th, 1811. 


-_ 


Monday, two o'clock, —Brother Hartley opened public worship with 
singing and prayer, after which Brother Mabboit preached from Heb. ii. | 
2, 3. who also concluded with prayer. 


Six in the evening.—Met for prayer.and conference. When three of 
the ministers had been engaged in supplication for the Churches of God, 
with singing at proper intervals, they adjourned till next day. 


Tuesday, ten A. M.—The messengers and many others came together 
for the same purpose. After the Brethren Mabbott and Pengilly had been 
engaged in prayer, the letters from the Churches were read. Nothin 
unpleasant but from one Church, After some remarks, and an address b 
our brother Whitfield, he concluded with prayer at a little after twelve. © 


Two P. M.—Broither Ruston prayed, and preached from Gal. i. 9. and 


Brother Pengilly from Luke vii. 47. Mr. Carnson concluded in Pprayet. 
Singing at proper intervals. 


Seven in the evening.—Brother Imeary began public worship vith 
singing and prayer. Brother Whitfield preached from 2 ion. XXX. 11, 
12, and concluded with prayer. — 


Wednesday morning, six o'clock —Met for prayer and conference. 


Agreed the next Association shall be at Hamsterly, on a: SugsHay and = 


Wednesday i in the Whitsun-week, 1812. 


Also, That the breviates of this Association be inserted in the York and 


Lancaster letter, and request that 100 letters be sent for the use of our 
churches. 


State of the Churches. | oe 


é Baptised. \By Letter. Dead... Excluded. Total. 
Newcastle ..... 11 9 3 1 77 
North Shields O 6 37 
Stockton’. ... 14 1 0 16 

250 

Increase... WO 


WILLIAM HARTLEY, 
| Moderator. 
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Now publishing i in Parts Phice 7s. each, 
To be completed ii in 15 Parts, 


THE DEVOTIONAL FAMILY BIBLE, 


cower THE 

OLD AND NEW 
‘With copibus Notes and Illustrations, partly original, and partly selected 
_ the most approved ‘Expusitors, ancient and modetn; with a devo- 


.¢ 2 tional Exercise or Aspiration, at the plose of every chapter, by way of © 
improvement. | | 


‘By JOHN FA WCET, A.M. 
LONDON 
| Printed by C. Baldwin, New Bridge-Street, | ' 4 


‘For Shttaby! Bradee. and Co. Stationers’ Court, and R. Baldwin, Paternoster-row ; also 
tor — Paternoster-row ; Ward anil Middleton, Skinners Street and 
P. K. Holden, Halifax. 


y was plished in one Vol. Price 2s. 
A HISTORY OF 


THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS; 


Inaig an Investigation of the History of Baptism in England, from 
‘the earliest Period to which it can be traced, to the close oO the seven- 
teenth Century. To which are Prefixed 


*"Dalhdionice of ancient Writers ip favour of Ad alt Baptism, 


Being an ‘Extract from Dr. Pamphlet, entitled The Divine 
Ps Right of Infant Baptism examined and disproved.” | 


By JOSEPH IVIMEY. 


| 
N. B. The from Dr. Gill’s Pamphlet may be had ingle i in lone. . 
with an engraving, Price Is. | \ 


Now publishing by Subscription, i in 3 Vols. Bro. 12s. each. 
ee 


“THE CHRISTIAN: RELIGION. 


| By JOHN CALVIN. | 


Se 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL L 


By JOHN ALLEN. 
Subscribers’ Nines received. by Gale and.Curtis, Pater ter-row, | 
London ; : and all Booksellers in Town and comer: yt { 


P.K. Houpen, Halifax. 
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